
 
The student/faculty architecture exchange between City College in New York and  
CUJAE just outside of Havana was initiated by J. Max bond the Dean of Architecture  
at CCNY and his friends-colleagues in Cuba, including Mario Coyula. 
 
For eight years I was able to organize groups of our CCNY architecture students and  
faculty to travel to Cuba and spend several weeks studying the architecture, history  
and construction technology there and cooperating on community design projects  
with their Cuban counterparts. The only barrier in this was the U.S. government not  
allowing our Cuban counterparts to come to New York and engage with us. 
 
The visits-academic engagements were always just incredibly successful, especially  
as the Cuban and American students got to know and respect each other through  
their work. Max always believed that this people-to-people exchange was a source  
of mutual friendship and understanding and part of the process to mutual  
understanding and respect between our two nations. 
 
After many years of appeals to the U.S. State Department for permission for our Cuban  
colleagues to come to New York, finally a visa was extended to Mario. This was  
granted through his invitation to Columbia University that we at CCNY took an active  
role in. 
 
Mario was a man of great insight, foresight and critical analysis. We were aware of  
Mario’s special role in the redevelopment of major parts of Havana, and his  
principled stance to speak out forcefully on his beliefs. We could always expect that  
we would organize a visit to Mario’s office in Havana and receive a warm and  
friendly welcome and a full synopsis of what Mario was working on and his  
thoughts and ideas of future projects. 
 
During the years we were able to bring City College architecture students down to Cuba, 
Mario was one of the people who always involved himself in the experience. From 
invitations to his office, to walking tours and sharing of ideas for the future development, 
to just sitting down with us and exploring the social issues and impacts inherent in any 
work we do. He was a model to all of us of a principled, humane, people-oriented 
designer-planner. 
 
- Alan Feigenberg 
 


